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(Lu) in the Holy Qur’an: its meanings and
purposes« an interpretive study

Muhammad Hassan Adel Abdel Qader

Lecturer of interpretation and Qur’anic sciences
Department of Fundamentals of Religion« Faculty of
Islamic and Arab Studies for Boys in Cairo« Al-Azhar
University« Egypt.

Email: mohamedabdelelkader. ,@azhar. edu. eg

ABSTRACT:

This research deals with a word that the interpreter or
student of interpretation needs to know its meaning as he seeks
to understand and interpret the Holy Qur’an¢< which is the word
(Iu)< The meaning of (lu) is the word (if) in the second and third
cases. The research deals with that word in terms of explaining
ite its meanings« purposes« and the places in which (lu) appears«
a brief interpretive study.

The research has concluded that (lu) if it is a conditional: it
is a word of abstention (the answer) due to abstention (the
condition); That is¢ its answer did not occurred because its
condition had not occurred< and this is true whether its
condition is past or present.

And that (lu) in the Holy Qur’an came for important
purposes; Among them is stating facts with clear evidence«
among them is responding to suspicions and false allegations«
among them is urging people to make up for what has been
missed and correcting mistakes< among them is taking a lesson
from what others have missed so that those addressed and those
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who follow will avoid it« among them is informing that what
God did not do was for wisdom and benefits< and among them
Is informing about unseen matters that our minds do not reach.
To her« God wanted to reveal her to us.

However« if (lu) is a saying on the tongues of unbelievers
or hypocrites« then it is not to establish the truth or it is what
opens the work of Satan of claims or regret that do not entail
correcting previous mistakes or to wish for what is impossible«
and it is often followed by God’s response to them by
invalidating their claims.

However« if (lu) is preceded by the conjunction (and) which
Is connected to the deletion of its predicate: (in any case) or (in
all circumstances)« then this (lu) is not a word of abstention
from the answer due to the abstention of the condition« but
rather it indicates that the predicate mentioned before it is fixed
in all cases« even in the case mentioned with (lu).

And (lu) if it does not come as a conditional« then it is in
the infinitive« and its sign is that its place is correct (that) in the
infinitive« but it is expressed with (lu) and not expressed with
(that) to indicate that the speech after it is impossible to verify«
which is what (lu) indicates. The infinitive (lu) comes after the
verb (wad) and its derivatives.

The conditional (Iu) comes with the answer to its condition
mentioned« which is the predominant one« and it comes with its
answer omitted for the sake of knowledge of it< or for the
purpose of exaggeration and to indicate that its answer has
many difficult forms that cannot be expressed in one phrase.

Keywords: if (lu)¢ the condition¢< the answer to the
condition« abstention.
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