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Secularists and the Historicity of the Qur’an: A Critical
Study
HHanan Bint Siani Bin Aamed Al- Amir
Department of Islamic Studies - Faculty of Sharia and Law -
Jazan University - Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email: hananamerY+ YA@gmail.com

Abstract:

This research explores the stance of Arab secularists towards
the texts of the Qur’an. It examines their theories and methods, which
aim to cast doubt on the Book of Allah, promoting the notion of its
historicity and questioning its sanctity. This trend is represented by
figures such as Mohammed Arkoun, Mohammed Shahrour, Nasr
Hamid Abu Zayd, Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri, and others, whose
ultimate goal is to undermine the sanctity of the Qur’an. The study
addresses the concept of the historicity of the text, its origins,
historical and philosophical roots, the reasons behind its emergence,
its development, and proliferation. It highlights the foundational
principles upon which this notion is based, including the preference
for humanization over divinity, reason over revelation, and worldly
matters over the hereafter. The study illustrates the grave
consequences of these views and discusses the efforts of Muslim
scholars in defending Islam and countering these atheistic ideas.

The research employs inductive, deductive, descriptive, and
critical methodologies. The inductive method involves tracing
relevant literature within the scope of this study and extracting
relevant ideas related to the topic. The descriptive method is used to
present and theorize these ideas, while the critical method evaluates
them in light of Islamic teachings. The study concludes that historicity
IS @ modern term and an extension of secularism. It draws from
various Western philosophies across centuries that diverge from
authentic revelation. These philosophies have led to claims of the
historicity and lack of sanctity of religious texts, applying the concept
of historicity to the Qur’an as the West did with the Bible, albeit with
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significant differences.

This imposition of Western philosophical frameworks on the
Islamic religious text reflects a blind and absolute imitation of the
West. The research highlights the profound impact of claiming the
historicity of the Qur’anic text on Muslim societies, including the
erosion of identity and the rise of atheism. It calls for a concerted
effort to confront these ideas, critically evaluate this atheistic trend,
and reassess educational curricula. The study emphasizes the
importance of exposing such subversive practices against sacred texts
and holding accountable those who distort or disable Qur’anic texts.

Keywords: Sanctity of the Qur’an, Arab Secularists, Historicity of
the Text..
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