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The Rationale Behind the Precedence and Reversal of
“Humans” and “Jinn” in the Qur’an

Estshhad OQsama Hariri

Department of General Materials - Faculty of Arts & Humanities,
King Abdulaziz University, Jeddah, The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Email :- eahariri@kau.edu.sa

Abstract:

This research explores the phenomenon of precedence and reversal
in the pairing of the terms “humans” (al-ins) and “jinn” in the Qur’an. It
aims to uncover the rationale behind these arrangements, their
interpretative significance, and the insights and guidance they offer. The
study underscores the importance of this topic, highlighting its role in
appreciating the Qur’anic rhetorical inimitability and facilitating the
memorization and reinforcement of the Qur’an by understanding the
reasoning behind such linguistic arrangements. The research seeks to
answer key questions, including: What is the wisdom behind the
precedence of “humans” in some verses and their reversal in others? Do
these variations carry specific purposes and meanings? Adopting an
inductive-analytical approach, the study examines the Qur’anic verses
that pair the terms “humans” and “jinn,” analyzes the rationale behind
their arrangement, and highlights its implications and impact. The
findings include: Precedence of humans in contexts involving
challenges to produce something comparable to the Qur’an, owing to
their superiority in eloquence and rhetoric; conversely, precedence of
jinn in challenges related to penetrating the realms of the heavens and
the earth, reflecting their extraordinary physical abilities.Precedence of
humans in discussions of explicit hostility and their harm toward
prophets—peace be upon them—while precedence of jinn is evident in
references to covert whisperings, deception, and their entry into Hellfire.

Among the recommendations is to give greater attention to the study
of verbal similarities in the Qur’an and to investigate the precedence and
reversal of paired terms within its text.

Keywords: Qur’anic interpretation; precedence; reversal; humans; jinn.
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