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The Urging Response to Clarify the Ambiguous Meanings in the Hadith
of "The Three Lies"

Khaled Rizq Mohamed Jabr

Department of Hadith and Its Sciences, Faculty of Usul al-Din and
Da'wah, Zagazig, Al-Azhar University, Arab Republic of Egypt.
Email: Khaleddr8@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study examines one of the authentic hadiths of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings be upon him), which has posed a
significant challenge in understanding due to its explicit wording.
This challenge has been particularly evident among those of
heterodox beliefs, who argue that the hadith contradicts reason and
opposes the Qur’an. The controversy arises from its explicit
description of one of Allah’s prophets—indeed, the father of
prophets and the close friend of the Lord of the heavens and the
earth, our father Ibrahim (peace be upon him)—as having uttered
lies. The complexity deepens as Ibrahim (peace be upon him)
himself acknowledged this description, either explicitly or
implicitly, in other narrations beyond this hadith.

Thus, it was appropriate to address this issue in a specialized
hadith study, aiming to gather the scattered scholarly opinions on
the matter to reach the most preponderant view. My objective was
to clarify the issue for myself first, for many Muslims, and in
fulfillment of my duty as a specialist in this field, while also
defending the honor of Allah’s prophets against fabrications and
misconceptions. I have made considerable progress in this study,
following an inductive and analytical approach, and ultimately,
with Allah’s help and guidance, I have reached several conclusions.

One of the most significant findings is that the considerable
disagreement among scholars regarding the true meaning of this
hadith originates from the Prophet’s (peace be upon him) explicit
wording, where he referred to Ibrahim’s statements as "lies."
Furthermore, Ibrahim (peace be upon him) himself confirmed this
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wording in the hadith of intercession. Scholars’ responses to this
issue can be categorized into three main views:

1. Some interpreted these statements as permissible
equivocations (ma'arid).

2. Others considered them as outright falsehoods, but justified
in the context of defeating disbelief and misguidance.

3. A third group rejected the hadith altogether, questioning
its authenticity and the reliability of its narrators. However, this last
position is not supported by scholars of hadith transmission or by
sound reasoning free from doubts and misconceptions.

Keywords: (Lies — Equivocations — Sickly — Deceptive — For
the Sake of Allah).
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