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Protecting Civilians During Wartime: Between Theory and
Practice.

Haitham Ashri Borham Abd al-Rahim

Department of Da'wah and Islamic Culture <Faculty of Fundamentals of
Religion and Da'wah «Assiut <Egypt .

University

Email: haithamborham4819@azhar. edu. eg

Abstract

This study reveals that the Islamic legal texts have <by nature «
excluded certain categories of non-combatants from being targeted
in the event of war between Muslims and others. The research
provides a detailed explanation of these categories.

The study also demonstrates ¢<through evidence and reasoning ¢
that the Islamic message is not a call to terrorism «<as it is often
portrayed by the enemies of Islam. Rather <it is Muslims who are
subjected to terrorism — as evidenced daily by the events
unfolding in Palestine.

Furthermore <the research establishes that the Western world
did not come to recognize the humanitarian principles established
by Islam during times of war until the modern era. Even then «it did
not contribute anything essentially new to what Islam had laid
down centuries ago.

The study also highlights that while the Fourth Geneva
Convention of 1949 is commendable in most of its provisions and
does offer protection to civilians <the true challenge lies not in the
articulation of such provisions but in their implementation. The
lived and observable reality in Palestine demonstrates that this

convention and similar international agreements — including
relevant articles of international law — remain largely ink on
paper.

The study recommends that impartial researchers around the
world undertake a comparative analysis between the conduct of
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Muslim armies toward civilians during wartime and the atrocities
committed by the Zionist entity in Palestine today.

It also calls for the formation of a broad humanitarian
movement- through social media platforms and other means -
where every free individual who values human dignity «regardless
of religion <gender <ethnicity <or color ¢joins in demanding an end
to the oppression of the defenseless Palestinian people and in
exposing the cursed machinery of occupation and those who
support it.

Keywords: Protection — Civilians — Time — War — Theory —
Practice
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